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ſale away the droſi from the 


yp ſhall come forth a "off 
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l fed 3 in righteouſneſs. 
IT. may be ſaid. of this calledion 


of Proverbs, that it is a 4 — 
* Solbmon 's moral 
according to * _ 
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oy form princyel 1 
- written So - ſe of his ſon, ht 
was to ſucceed him in is tn 
by no wonder to find chem ab 5 
tions of 2 excellence, wy | 
finite importance to Princes: Sui 
as thoſe in particular, chat adm 
niſh 1 to So a on 
nance a 5 n 01 
preſſion, candle and — 0 
evety kind : and on the other han 
admoniſh and exhort him to gi 
all poſſible countenance = 6 


ſtier. Of theſe * — yrecept 
it were to be wiſhed, that ny 
towing divine ſentences were © 
engraven oh the crowns, on Ul 
thrones, and in che hearts of Prince 
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erover upon an aladiant can. 
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Take away the drofs from the 
er, and there ſball come forth a 
Tale away the 
+ king, and his 


Corruption and iniquity are in 
Empires, what drofs is in nobler 
tals; they debaſe, and make them 
rittle. A mixture of droſs in filver, 
inks its value and its beauty; 
makes it frail, and leſs fit ſar uſe; 
t will neither bear the hammer, 
nor the fire; nor can you mold it 
to any thing excellent: let the 

irols be removed, and the parts 
minediately recover a better cohe- 
B 2 rence 
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rence and ſtability ; and the whol 
a new beauty, and a higher value. 
Corruption mixes itſelf with En 
pires, as naturally as droſs doth 
h with metals : and as naturally rob 
the parts of their due coherence and 
ſtability; and debaſes and depre 
ciates the whole: it finks the eſt 
mation and credit of a kingdon 

and a crown, in the eyes of all th: 

behold it; makes it frail, and un 

for the purpoſes for which it w: 
intended; it can neither bear tri: 
nor attacks from without, no 
heats and commotions from within 
remove this corruption from 1 

(which requires the higheſt {kill « 

the finer) it quickly acquires a ne 

luſtre, becomes more ſolid, colt 
rent, and ſtable; riſes at once 
eſtimation and intrinſick value: 
one word, it is then rightly fitte 
to anſwer its nobleſt ends and us. 
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From the words thus explained, 
[ ſhall farſt lay down theſe plain 
points of doctrine That all per- 
manent power muſt be founded in 
juſtice; and that, in order to effect 
this, all perſons in power muſt care- 
fully guard againſt the influence of 
evil adviſers. | - 
Secondly, I will apply, in the beſt 
manner I can, theſe obſervations to 
ſome few of thoſe tranſactions, which 
occaſioned the {ad folemnity of this 
memorable day. | 

And laſtly, from the great miſ- 
conduct of many men in thoſe times, 
and the abominable corruption of 
others, I will make and apply the 
moſt uſeful obſervations and infe- 
rences I can, to the perſons and cha- 
aders of the preſent times. 
And, farſt, All power, that would 
be ſtable and laſting, muſt be found- 


ed in juſtice, © 
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And this propoſition holds equall 
true of all - er l 
ther ariſing from publick authority; 
or private „or ſuppoſed 
2 mn ls. becauſe 15 
is the only ſolid and permanent 
foundation of all. It is the foun- 
dation upon which all ſocieties arc 
built; and the great cement that 
keeps all the parts of them together: 
in which, not only Princes, Rulen, 
Judges, and other Miniſters of ju- 
ſtice, but likewiſe every private man, 
are, in ſome meaſure, guardians of 
every man's property; and ever) 
fingle act of injuſtice is in reality 
injurious to the whole; is a violence 
and an inſult upon the public 
peace; and is, beſides this, an in- 
dignity and offence againſt Goc 
the great guardian and governor o 
the world. _ | 
Wicked counſels and. devices maj 
indeed ſucceed for a while; but t 

im? 
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I 
imagine that they ſhall hold out al- 

diy, and permanently, apainft the 
eſtabliſhed order and conſtitution 

of things,” againſt the natural and 

joint intereſts of mankind, and 

againſt the fuperintending . power, 

widom, and juſtice of God, is juſt 

as weak, as if a man ſhould ima- 
gine that he could, by private arti- 


er: tee, ſuſpend the great laws of gra- 
len, Wrication, and hinder bodies from 
ju ending to their natural centres; 
name becauſe he finds he can for a time 


obſtruct che one in its immediate 
and apparent effects, and interrupt | 
the other in their natural progreſs. 
In one word, the imagination is as 
wild, and as weak, as it is wicked. 
If chen power can be permanent- 
ly founded in nothing but juſtice; 
it is a clear and felf-evident-con- 
quence, that all perſons in powet 
hould guard againſt che — 
| : O 
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fore us 
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Pk evil adviſers; foraſmuch as all 
ſuch naturally tend to pervert and 


them from the ways of 
— and conſequently, to ſap te 
only folid foundation upon which 
their power is built. 
To apply this to the purpoſe be 


The of Eneland is the gun 
dian of by liberty and hr 
gious, and civil, of his people. Thi 
is his true character, and the only 
foundation of his power : and it 
was rightly and judiciouſſy ob- 
ſerved by a great Miniſter of a neigh- 
bour —_— that a King of England, 
who will be the man of 75 kr jp 
(that is, will be a true gu 
their rights and liberties) is a great 
Prince; but if he will be more, of 1 
n. 

In this ſituation, he hath all the 
power that a good man ſhould take, 


* or a wile man wiſh; a power to do 


juſtice, 


— 
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ce, to defend right; and to re- 
refs wrong. That is, in one word; 
power to make his people happy: 
hould a guardian Angel with for 
nore? and ſhould frail and fallen 
nan be truſted or tempted with 
nore? 

If ever there was a Prince upon the 


cu. % throne, that ſhould, or could 
nich ſafety to the 1 


vits and privileges of his people, 
id true intereſt of his country) be 
ted with more, King Charles the 
j of bleſſed memory, was appa- 


* * . 21 


nd, "ty that man: A Prince of more 
ple, rlonal virtues, than perhaps any 
1 of WW: Prince recorded in hiſtory; and 
ren thoſe virtues founded upon their 
en I fure and folid baſis true 


gion, and the fear of God. He 


| s valiant, temperate, juſt; a true 
abe, er of his people, compaſſionate of 
odo er errors and misfortunes; and 


viouſly tender of their well-being; 
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In ais Faure . equally e exem- 
plary in filial piety, in paternal af- Me 
| fection, and in conjugal fidelity: a. 
| lover and encourager of all polite 
| arts; not from humour, vanity, or 
faſhion, but a true taſte and know 
ledge of their excellence : ſtatuary 
architecture, painting, and the ſci 
ence of medals, flouriſhed under 
him. A lover and patron of learn 
ing, and a great example and en 
courager of religion, which h. 
equally underſtood, and practiſe 
in its purity; and well knew ho 
' to defend againſt all its adverſaric 
5 and died defending it: and as h 
ö was (under God) its great ſtay, 
is no wonder that it fell with hin 
Surely of ſuch a Prince, (human 
judging and ſpeaking) it may witlſen' 
great propriety be ſaid, that Gai 
gave him in his mercy, and toq ben 
him away in his indignation. inio 
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1 was the a DH of this ex- | 
l- cllent man, and unhappy Prince, 4 
af rhoſe character I have now given, 
ite nd whoſe cruel murder we this day 
or deprecate and deplore, to be bred. 
Wunder maxims of government, ill 1 
ited to the genius of his people; : 
ad mifled (through the equal in- 2 
ſuence, corruption, and treachery | 
of his miniſters) by counſels of an 
gil tendency, to fuffer the 
ing of his reign to be blemiſhed 
vit a conduct ill befitting his true } 
character: many meaſures were en- | 
fred upon, which can in no wie 
be juſtified ; and I truſt in God, will 
ever be attempted to be juſtified 
rom this place. He was himſelf 
arly ſenſible of them, and, upon 
dhe, anted his le s peti- 
ion of te; Glad of thing 
kemed to promiſe a fair proſpect of 
= and happineſs : but the ſub- 
— ill condu& of ſome of the 
8 King's 
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King's miniſters, the diſtruſt, created 
by a Popiſh counſellor in has boſom, 
by illegal aids and loans chearfully 
given by Popiſh recuſants, and 6 
vours conferred in- return; and 
above all, the bitter heart-burningy, 
and long-working animoſities, crea- 
ted by fo long a diſuſe, and ſuch 
frequent and fudden diſſolutions of 
Parliaments and inflamed by a 
moſt ſeditious Puritan faction; bred 
too many ill humours, to be eaſily 
corrected and cured, even when te 
| moſt healing and well-intenticned 
meaſures were taken to effect it. 
The fever was too high, ſome blood 
muſt be ſpilt, and that the beſt and 
nobleſt of the nation, before the 
. ferment could be laid ; and at laſt 
the diſeaſe muſt end, like an uncu- 
rable malignity, in the ruin of the 
conſtitution. 
The gracious Prince, truly 8 
nderly affectipnate of his people 
tenderly 9 ald 
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ſenſible at laſt that their juſt rights 

had long been withheld, reſolved 

to give them full ſatisfaction, and 

make am ple reparation for all the 

preceding miſcondudts of his reign; 

and to ſhew the ſincerity of his in- 

tentions towards them, fatally con- 

ſented to make themſelves judges in 

their own cauſe ; and now, as much | 

too complying, as he had been re- 

ſtive before, confirmed an Act for . 

continuing their ſeſſion, until they | 

had ſettled every thing to their own | 

intire ſatisfaction. | 
Whoever candidly conſiders the 

extent of the prerogative, at this 

Prince's acceſſion to the crown, the- 

example and practice of his prede- 

ceſſors in the moſt exceptionable 

parts of his conduct, ſupported by 

the opinions and writings of the 

moſt learned men of the age; and, 

on the other hand, reflects upon che 

perverſe obſtinacy and reſtive refu- 


fals 
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ſals of his people, to his moſt juſt, and 
reaſonable, and neceſſary demands 
demands for ſupplies, which they 
themſelves occaſioned, promiſed, 
and made neceffary —— will find 
great excuſes for many parts of a 
conduct, which he can neither ap- 
plaud nor approve. | 
And whoever candidly confiders 
his whole conduct, from the calling 
of his laſt parliament, to the day of 
his death; and weighs with that, 
his compaſſionate ſpirit, his true 
piety, and the integrity and the 
uprightneſs of his heart; cannot but 
acquit him (from that moment at 
leaſt) of all tyrannous and oppreſ- 
five intentions towards his people; 
as well as of the guilt of that black 
and unnatural rebellion, which be- 
gan in the tyranny of the people, 
and ended in the tyranny of an 
Uſurper. A rebellion, which filled 
theſe kingdoms with ſeas and ſacri- 
| lege, 


to 12 * bund 


. 8 with oppreſion and rapine, 


with blaſphemy and blood 1 


bellion, which (however begun) 
was carried on LAN the moſt ſhame- 


leſs hypoeriſy that ever diſgraced 


religion; #hd concluded with the 


moſt determined cruelty that ever 
debaſed or depraved humanity; in 
the cool and deliberate plas ho of 
the King, after a long train of pre- 


ceding inſults, and outrage. 


What ends of providence are an- 
ſwered by great examples of ſuffer- 


ing virtue, exhibited to the world 


at certain periods, altho obvious to 


us in many circumſtances, are fully 
known only to the Almighty, in all. 
It was perhaps neceſſary, that ſo 
great a ſacrifice ſhould be made, to 
the ſettlement of the beſt conſtitu- 


tion in the world, upon its true 
baſis; and. the limiting of its arts 


it 
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It was perhaps neceſſary, that fo 
a monument ſhould be ſet up 
to the eyes of Kings, to ſhew their 
abſolute dependence upon the great 
Governor of the world, in common 
with the meaneſt mortals : to ſhew 
them equally ſubje& to the ſaddeſt 
reverſes of fortune ; "from which, 
no dignity of ſtation, {or confidence 
of power, can ſecte them : to 
teach them the neceſſary leſſon, of 
an humble dependence upon the 
power and providence of that God, 
who at his will powureth contempt 
upon Princes, and weakeneth ihe 
ſtrength of the 7 . : to teach them 
to cry out with righteous Job, in 
the day of- their downfal, Know 
now that God hath overthrown me; 
be hath fiript me of my glory, and 
talen the crown from my head: 
It was perhaps neceſſary, that a 
monument of terror ſhould be fet 
up to the Princes of a free people, 
| to 
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to guard thetri againſt the leaſt ap- 
proaches or attempts to : to 
teach them, that no perſonal merit, 


no excellence of nature, no ac- 
quired accompliſhments, no com- 


to their reign, or ſtability t 


tions of their _ 3 

It was neceſſary, that a 
Anne thin d be fet up to the 
people, to deter them from ſedition, 
nd popular tumults : to ſhew them, 
that exceſs of power is as dan- 
xerous in the hands of their repre- 


generate into more arbitrary and 
cruel ty 

It a neceſſary, that the 
wils of pri Tra ſhould be 
t a qually and effectually felt, in the 
fer Fcommons, and the Uſurper; to 
le, 

tO 


unvince all thinking men of the 


D nature 


- 


bination of virtues, _ 
eir . 
throne, independent of the affec- 


kntatives, as in thoſe of their ru- 
ers; and that they can as haftily 
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and inferences I can, to the perſon 


N neceſlity of a true <a 
perament between both : which 


ſeems however, neither to have been 


throughly underſtood, nor properly 


purſued, before the eſtabliſhment of 


things under the late happy revolu- a 


tion —— A revolution, which its MW » 
bittereſt enemies have no way moreM a 


maliciouſly ſtudied to revile, than or 
by wreſting it into a parallel with ha 
the tranſactions of theſe deteſted i th 
times. 

Which brings me to the thirc 
point propoſed ; which was, . from 


ihe yr miſcondu& of many men the 
ole times, (the times of th cer 
5 rebellion) and the abominabi lea 


corruptions of others, to make and 


apply the moſt uſeful obſervatio 


and characters of the * a times. 

In the firſt place then, the mil 
conduct of ſome few Eccleſiaſtick 
in this reign, their intemperate * 


of King Cranes 1. 


for ſome ceremonials in religion, 
and their unwarrantable ambition 
of ſecular power, ſhould be a mo- 
nition to ce Clergy of the eſtabliſh'd 
Church, (bac of the preſent age 
and all 2 to keep themſelves 
within the bounds of that lawful 
authority, and thoſe juſt rights and 
privileges, which the conftitution 
hath conferred, and the nature of 
their Hol calling uires. And 
their 3 enemies uf do that 
juſtice to the preſent orders of Ec- 
cleſiaſticks amongſt us, as to own, 
they ſeem in no diſpoſition to tranſ- 
cend thoſe bounds : that they have 
learnt a true chriſtian temper with 
regard to all that diſſent from them; 
and are as ſincere friends to liberty, 
and abhorrers of arbitrary power, 
as any of their fellow ſubjects: nor 
can it be denied, that the higheſt 
order amongſt | them hath —5 
given as * a * of 2 
N Aith- 


aer 1 their epiſcopal charge, 


and at the ſame time, as faithfully 


and as diſintereſtedly true to the 


truſt committed to them by their 
Prince, as the beſt and — truly 


primitive of their chriſtian predeceſ- 
ſors.* 


To the Lords and Commons of 
the Laity, the wicked tranſa&tions 
of that accurſed rebellion, ſhould 
warmly recommend a ſtrict and in- 
violable regard to the rights, pri 
leges, and properties of their 
ſubjects. The lay Lords remem- 
bring, that when they had con- 
ſented to deprive the Bilhops of their 
ſeats in Parliament, they were them- 
ſelves Ton. after voted m_ 
facred a thing is roperty, ſo in 
fectious and 1 is evil exam- 


* By voting auer rel againſt a Bill, to 
enabl: the Biſbops of Ireland to ſell Leaſes for 
Lives, &c. by which they _ have raijed 
wery great Sums f Money. 


ple! 
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ple | fo ruinous and fo ready to re- 
coil upon the heads of thoſe that 
{et it!) the Commons remembring, 
that when they had robbed the 
Lands pores _ nag! of their 
rights privileges, they were 
themſelves quickly aſter ſtript of all 


vaſſals, as they had before made 
their brethren, and their betters: 


that juſt judgment and ſentence of 
our bleſſed Saviour, With what mea- 
ſare ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured 
to you again. | 


ir To all this may be added, that 
n- the tranſaftions of theſe times ſhould 
ſo make both Lords and Commons 


beware of contention, either with 
their King, or each other; always 
remembring that fine obſervation of 


as when one. letteth out water; there- 
fore leave off contention before it be 


their own; and made as arrant 


drawing down upon themſelves | 


Solomon, The beginning of ftrife is . 


mmedaled 
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ulld with,” The dur Mamas 


is, Therefore let go comtention befor e 


it be mixed: That is, before things 


are ſo confounded by it, that it is 
hard to diſtinguiſh who is. in the 
right, and who in the wrong. It 
is evident, that in the beginning of 
this unnatural rebellion, 'neither did | 
the King mean abſolute power, nor | 
the people a democracy: but when WW : 
once the contention was begun, t 
when a breach was' once made in q 
the banks of the dike, the waters l 
ruſhed out with an impetuoſity that f 
never was thought of; and as they u 
flowed, perpetually "willened the 70 
breach, until they bore down all ke 
before them, and in the end laid . 
the country well nigh deſolate. 


In the next place, let me ſeriouſ- t 
ly and earneſtly admoniſh thoſe IW ju 
who could have no ſhare in the Pi 
execrable guilt of this day, to be- te. 
ware how they adopt the guilt of hi. 


their 


2 of { King H ARLES J. a 


their anceſtors, not only by turning 


the murder of that excellent Prince 


into ridicule, but likewiſe by de- 
tending and applauding it ; and ce- 
lebrating the memory of his mur- 
derer, for the very act of murder: 
the memory of a murderer, a par- 
ricide, a tyrant. Always remem- 
bering, under what character they 


are concluded by the wiſeſt of mor- 


tals, who allow themſelves to jeſt 
and ſport with guilt: Fools, ſaith So- 
lamon, make a bk 2 1. Always 
remembering, that he who forbids 
us to ſlay he innocent, and the righ- 
teous, expreſly declares in the ſame 
ſentence, that he will not juſtify the 
wicked, 

Is it . to inſult the fallen! 
tho' neither majeſty, nor law, nor 
juſtice, could protect this unhappy 
Prince alive, let compaſſion' pro- 
tet him dead: give him quiet in 
his grave. Is it chriſtian to tram- 

ple 
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the memory of a 
— A — . 
vate character not malice itſelf 
hath tainted; owned, by his very 
enemies, to bare lived ( otherwiſe 
than as a Ruler) in all the inno- 
. cence of a Saint, and died in all 
the majeſty of a King: let me add 
too, in all the humility of a Chri- 
ſtian, and all the ſteadineſs of a 
Martyr. Is it wiſe to make mer- 
ry with murder and parricide | is it 
decent to inſult the piety and wiſ- 
dom of the Legiflature, by turning 
a ſolemn and religious faſt into a 
day of profane feſtivity and revel- 
ling? Is not this wantonly. to draw 
the guilt of blood _ their own 
heads? 

| Surely in this Prince” (if ever it 
any other) was fully verified that 
fine obſervation of Solomon; A righ- 
geous than falling down before the 
wicked, it as à troubled JEDI 
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— a corrups /pring. In this man's 
fall, the fountains of learning, reli- 
gion, and virtue, were effectually 
ell and corrupted; but; God 
be praiſed, they ATE, thro' his news 
| merited mercy, once more cleanſed 
and cleared. May they never more 
be polluted: by the fall of the righ- 
tcous, by the aufn of the wic- 
red 1 et 

In the laſt place, from the me⸗ 
mory of this execrable rebellion, let 
me exhort you to revive and to _ 
tvate that 1 uated principle o 
chriſtian 2 a principle, which 
our corruptions have almoſt baniſh- 
ed out of the world. By loyalty, I 
nean fidelity to the conſtitution as 
by law eſtabliſhed ; and to the King 
s ſupreme, and guardian of it. 
duch fidelity, as was ſteadily exhi- 
lited to both, by thoſe noble pa- 
riots, who hired to their royal 
naſter * r the firft, in al 
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his ns : many of whom 

died, openb * avow- WM. 
ing it m_ — ring breath, to 
the confuſion of their enemies; 
and ſome of wWHnom happily fil 
vived the calamities of their King Wl | 
and Country; and, to their immor- i 
tal glory, ſaved the conſtitution 7 
under his ſom Let us learn from Il þ 
their great examples, to fear To's | 
and the' King, and meddle not 4vith Ml i 
them that are given to change: Let o 
us learn from their examples, as d 
well as from the ſacred rules of our WM 
holy religion, to defpiſe and deteſt In 
their principles, and renounce their 50 
practices, who walk after the fel, No 
in the luſt of uncleanneſs, and db- Ire 
Spiſe government ;, prefumptuous, {ef 
willed, they are not afraid to peace 
evil of aignities. And in order to 
this, let us carefully guard againſt cor 
and ſteadily oppoſe thoſe two fa lef 
ſhionable republican principles 


— | hic 


of ' King CaarLes I. 


zeal for liberty, would draw us 
again into double thraldom: "Thoſe 


) | 
& which, under the pretence of more 
0 


; Wl principles which once already over- 
r- d the beſt conſtitution in the 


world, and turned a free people 
into utter ſlaves: Thoſe princi- 
ples, which under various guiſes, 
but of late more particularly un- 


atisfied, (in the mouths of many 
of their abetters) mean any thing 
de rather: and if God in his 


popery and arbitrary power : and 
of this, I think, we need no better 


woof, when we hear men of that 


qu ally in the cry. 

In the name of God, let u be 
wontented with having made one 
leſperate experiment; and be truly 
iples Rankful to God for having deli- 
mn Bs E 2 vered 


der the maſk of patriotiſm, I am 


wrath ſhould ſuffer them to prevail, 
muſt end, as they are intended, in 


fligion, and men. of none, join 
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vered us from one ruin; not pro- 


jeſty, when we deſerye them: when 
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voking him to heap another upon 
our heads. 11 4 

What means this horrid out- cry, 
not only againſt the perſons, and 
characters, but the very office of 
Kings | ſurely that, at leaſt, is of 
divine appointment. 

Let us then expect Kings with- 
out faults, when we ourſelves are 
blameleſs. Let us then hope for 
perfect models and mirrours of ma- 


we ſtudy perfection in ourſelves; 
when we do juſtly, and love mercy, 
and walk humbly with our God. 

In the mean time, is it wile, is 
it loyal, is it chriſtian, to vilify 
the characters of Kings upon every 
occaſion, and expoſe every ſup- 
poſed error of their government, 
and infirmity of their nature? We 
are loud upon many points of mil; 
conduct in Princes, which we can 
15 eve 
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never know with certainty ; 3 _ and 
ſullenly filent upon many advan- . 
tages of their adminiſtration, which 
we ſee and feel. One thing we 
know, that our gracious Sovereign, 
God be praiſed, hath great and 
good qualities; fortitude, integrity, 
and truth; and a heart truly ho- 
neſt and 'proteſtant ; — 4 to 
guile, and deteſting diſſimulation. 
This alſo we certainly know, that 
under his adminiſtration, we enjoy 
i great and invaluable bleſ- 
ug freedom and plenty, peace 
truth. For which we are 
band truly and fincerely to thank 
God ; and to our thanks are we 
bound to join our daily, our earneſt, 
and inceſſant prayers, that God 
would inſpire his heart with every 
princely, and every chriſtian grace, 
and bleſs and proſper his reign. 
Give the King thy judgments, O 


God, and thy righteouſneſs unto the 
* s 
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* en: That in Bir 
uriſb; in his days, 
and in the days of his deſcendants, 
with abundance of peace, as long ar 
the moon endureth. 

- Which thou af thine infinite 
1 grant, through the me- 
-* - rits and mediation of {408 
C: Conf. FA DBMS - 70 
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